Tips for Teaching the

Multiplication and Division Facts

Focus on quality over quantity when learning the strategies
— Allow your child to use the dot array as much as needed
Allow your child to use other efficient strategies if she’d prefer

Discourage mindless skip-counting

Third Grade

— Goals for the end of the year

Know answers to most of the multiplication facts (up to 10x10) in 3
seconds or less

Starting to know the answers to easier facts automatically

Still working on the tricky 6s, 7s, and 8s

Know answers to most of the related division facts

— If you’re worried your child isn’t learning the facts quickly enough...

Fourth Grade

Read the Checkpoints

Don’t stop and camp out for more than a couple of days

Make sure to play review games when they appear in the warm-up
Look ahead in the workbook to see how much more practice your child
will get

— Goals for the end of the year

Know answers to most multiplication facts automatically
Can find answers to tricky 6s, 7s, and 8s within a few seconds
Know answers to most division facts automatically

— If you’re worried your child isn’t learning the facts quickly enough...

Use the Unit 2 Checkpoint to assess multiplication fact mastery

Read the Checkpoints

Don’t stop and camp out for more than a couple of days

Let your child use the multiplication chart as directed in the notes and
checkpoints, especially for multi-digit multiplication and long division



How to Prep for the Year
Third and Fourth Grade

1. Read the introduction.
2. Make your Math Kit (p. 9 in Third Grade, p. 8-9 in Fourth Grade).
3. Copy or print the essential Blackline Masters and put them in a binder.

Blacklines are in the back of the instructor guide or online at
welltrainedmind.com/mwc

Place the blackline masters in page protectors in a binder.

Essential blackline masters for third grade: memory work, how to read word
problems, place-value chart, addition and subtraction algorithms, dot array
and L-cover, multiplication strategies, paper ruler, quadrilateral cards,
pentominoes, nets

Essential blackline masters for fourth grade: memory work, multiplication
chart, place-value chart, degree wheel, quadrilateral cards, geometry
reference page, shapes for folding

Don’t print the other blackline masters unless you need them. (See the
directions at the top of each.)

4. Find the answer keys and helpful resources in the back of the book and online.

Answer keys are at the end of each unit in the Instructor Guide.

Scope and sequence, book list, memory work list, and materials list are at the
back of the Instructor Guide.

Blackline masters and other helps are available at welltrainedmind.com/mwc
Math with Confidence Facebook community is at
facebook.com/groups/mathwithconfidence
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Kate’s Top 10 Tips for Teaching Math

Avoid the Curriculum Overcomplication Danger Zone.

Plan a consistent math time, at least four days per week.

Quickly preview the lesson the day before.

Don’t just hand your child the workbook.

You are the teacher. (Not the curriculum.)

If there are tears or frustration, take a break.

Expect the occasional bad day or week. Especially in November and February.
Keep the end in mind, and don’t worry if your child isn’t “on grade level.”

Model a growth mindset in math for your child.

. Cultivate a growth mindset in math for yourself.
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Math with Confidence Blackline Masters and Extra Resources
welltrainedmind.com/mwc

Math with Confidence Facebook Community
facebook.com/groups/mathwithconfidence

Kate’s website
kateshomeschoolmath.com



